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FLYING SAUGERS FACT OR FANTASY

SALAHUDDIN AHMED
School No, 609, Class XI Se.

There are only a few people who do rot know what a flying saucer is,
Isita fantasy, a dream that will never come ftrue # It is very hard to imagine
people walking through space at their sweet will. The attitude of people is
new blatantly sceptical as it was at the dawn of aviation.

These have been sighted without complete confirmation over various parts
of the world, specially over America, Britain and Australia. President Carter
has formed a commission to enquire about the unidentified flying objects
(U.F.O.). It is said that they are of the shape of a cigar with an eerie
glow all around. Some have bulging tops and a weird glow beneath and all
around them. The sound they make is very low and it is not possible to conc-
eive them, They can glide, slide side ways, rise vertically, drop down or
even turn around 3600/.

Even the prestigious magazine the Reader's Digest published an article a
few years ago under the caption Flying Saucers Fact or Fantasy. There it
was written that the policemen had reported about the sighting of saucers.
Fighter planes were sent to investigate. One pilot reported that he had
seen it. The feats it performed baffled every one's imagination. No direct
contact has been made and no green man with the gun of ray has come
out of the flying machine. In short the relation has been far from being hos-
tile, Is this a mere myth or a fabrication of a fertile brain ?

Let us look at from different angles Man has achieved so much tschno-
loglcal advancement that by simple spectroscopic analysis he can find out the
essential composition of the sun, stars, millions and millions of light years
away. Stars from where light is yet to reach the earth have been detec~
ted and their composition determined. Evan. the invincible moon has been
tonquered, Certainly, with such an advanced knowledge it is possible to
~ Make contact with such mysterious bodies, The largest radio telescope in
Mexico s projected towards the heaven to detect some signs, some messages
from the far off beings who are capable of such transmission, Byt today eve~
~ fything is silent. The heavens seem very dark, empty and void,




Life exists on the earth, on its surface, a few miles adove ang befoy
all the living organisms only man is capable of going against Natyre all.dﬁ
thinking rationally, Ours is the third planet from ihe sun, i, N smuf
system. Who will count how many solar bodies there are ? Can sands oy the :
shore be counted ? Such is the creation of God. Is it not an UtterfOOIishne;
on our part to assert that in vast creation we are the only intelligent being;f
After all we are pigmies on the earth, Our vision is short, we are s littl,
so insigntficant that it nearly makes us wish we were dead and did nor xig
atall, Protoplasm is the basic thing of ourl ife. The R.N.A and D,N.A have the;
unique structures because of the unique property of carbon atom, Carbon atom
can form complex structure, Our bodies are based on this systemand evolyg
has taken place so as to make Oxygen a dire necessity. Nitrogen is partially
required but Carbondioxide is harmfui to us, Silicon too has properties similar to
those of Carbon. So evolution may take place in lives based on silicon. Perhaps
coldness will be essntial to them as heat to us. There is nothing impossiblecn
the earth. |If this were true then ostensibly the universe would notbeso
lonely a place as one would imagine and we would not be so very lonely, Ou
existence would receive a new meaning then.

If they are out there why haven’t we met them ? Are we not ready
for them or vice versa ? Are they hostile or friendly ? Are they really there!
Is the void a reality and are we the only creation of the Creator! These
questions agitate our hearts,

if there are vehicles at all they must be revolutionary in design. These
are unthinkable to us as atcmic submarine was unthinkble to our forefathers only
a century ago. But for that reason we should not grow sceptical, Today ts?
reality which was a dream yesterday, The whole conception of Newton
mechanics has been completely changed by Einsten's Theory of Relativity and
its mass energy equation. Everything changes. So my friends, keep an OP¢f
and warm heart. Do not be despondent. Wait till you accost your green friends
from the Mars or any other planets alighting from a flying saucer,

(4)












IN RETROSPEGT

S. S. C. Candidate
School No. 702

| still vividly remember that bright sunny day.
It was the 20th January, 1967, when | arrived with my parents to my Alm,

Mater in order to begin a new life, the hostel life indeed. All my belong-
ings were with me for | was a new intake. | could not believe that | wy
really on the verge of making a new beginning, An indescribable feeling seizeq
me. Other new intakes began to arrive gradually. All the formalities over,
| was given the green signal to get inside and had to take leave
moment | saw other fellow friends sobbing and
wailing. But | do not know why | didn't cry on that day. Father and mother
blessed me, Bidding salam to them | got inside my new boarding house, |
cannot recollect what happened next, But still | remember that | was placed
in a big dormitory having an accommodation for 26 boys of my age. | was also
given a small locker and a small bed as you can guess what a boy of class one des-
erved. Just in that afterncon we, the new intakes, were taken to the play=
ground where other hostel boys had already been outto play. As | was nota
good player, | couldn’t dare join them. | just watched and enjoyed what
others played.

This was how my hostel life began, As days rolled on, | began to come
closer to my fellow companions. | talked to and played with them and felt
better inno time. In the class-room my fear also lefc me because of our
teachers loving care and affection. Soon another trouble arose for | was
often called the ‘“‘chosen one’’ by some stronger class mates whizh | never liked
to hear, But | had noway to escape from them,

of my parents, At that

Soon the annual atheletic meet of our school began. Though | :particlpat"ed
in almost all the events and tried my best, unfortunately | didn't get any prize.
You can not guess how unhappy and sad | was when | saw many other boys
receiving prizes on the day of prize giving ceremony, | and other friends
of mine wept and became determined to win prizes next time,

| think it won’t be exaggeration to state here that from then onwards the
number of prizes | received each year never fell below twelve,







AFGOLLECTION OF THE CAMPINg

FARUQUE
O
Class X, sc SSAIN
School No. 1033

Though cur annual camping of 1976 at Rajendrapur has long been olas
i am under the spell of it. It s really avery uphill task to forger i, fin
ping is an annual feature of our school. Every year in the beginmng or
new session we go out for camping far away from the din and bustle o ik
life and refresh  ourselves amidst the green forest. Besides refrESh]-n;
ourselves, camping prvides an ample opportunity to prepare ourselves for the
future and cultivates in us a high sense of dignity of labour aswell. In ¢
ping we have to do everything ourselves and thus we practically learn the legsop
of self-reliance. We go for hiking and thus we see our countryside, mest
the local people and thus we can know the problem of our country. During
the obstacle race we cross so many obstacles. It simply reminds us that
in practical life we have to cross so many hurdles.

This year, | had  the pride privilege of being included in the advance
party, We left for the site on the 18th January, Some of my friends and
four teachers were there in our advance party, The school bus went there,
disgorged us there and came back to Dacca. We were cut off from the main stream
of humanity, The sun set and the jackle started howling. | had the feeling
of being one of the paratroopers who are airdropped in alien land for making
necessary arrangements so that the advancing column by land can join them
smoothly, We pitched tents and did all the preliminary works. On the
following day all the campers and teachers arrived and found every thin
ready. | had the utmost satisfaction that | had also contributed my mite
towards making the camping a success.

A; usual, hikng, rifle training, cross-country race, obstacle race,
cooking, campfire, etc were the main items of the camping. Every time Shets
;:;Td_m.t:;;g:"“?. G‘?'“Pe:tmch. When the judges ( obviously our teacl}ef;i
-sﬁﬁérﬁior.lty dr’.h:: Q?S’ greup leader would try to convince the judges ofthe
Cb.l:ngl ﬁ-aﬁm_a.u. :r ::: :::_f ol:h?r.'” -g-myps. I having been the group 'ea:e; ‘;ize
i3 4 eeered e th; Ugh st? Wh_at-.al'_l-enth-usias-m to do the lbest a b

fiough the floodgate of youth, joy and vigou' ha
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flung wide open and the seamy sides of life had been banished. Oh, those were

che days of joy. We had hardly any opportunity to sleep. We worked, wor-
ked and worked and yet we did not feel

The more we worked the more we enjoyed,

exhausted even for a moment.

Another happy aspect of the camping was that there students and
teachers had come closer to one another, Teachsrs were friendly with us.
Salam Bhai with his familiar voice and Amjad Bhai with his cheerful face
were with us all along, Of course, one desire of us remained urnfulfilled,
We cherished a desire that Salam Bhai should participate in the obstacle

race and pass through the tube with his giant figure. Eusufzai sir showed
us documentary films, We hope in future he will show us more enjoyable films,
Omar Ali sir in his khaki uniform and hat on head and staff in hand was the
cynosure. Diminutive as he is very frequently he would become invisible
behind the drums of water. Nobody saw him leaving his kitchen before
9P. M. His “PARTNER™ Shamshul sir would carefully guard his stores
every time. He was busy balancing gross and net weight of foodgrains
while Tajul Islam sir would take stock of mugs, plates etc. Our reverend
Vice Principal set up an example of hard work, He was with us during

the morning P, T. He was shooing off ‘BAGDASHA', He was singing, He
was everywhere,

The most interesting item was campfire, The flame of the campfire
would teach us to burn the dry emotion and filth of our life. It would also
teach us to look towards heaven in our lives. During the campfire we
would get hold of our sirs, Throughout the year they ordered and we obeyed,
but at campfire we were the monarchs. We would derive utmost pleasure
by outwitting the sirs by suddenly annoucing their namss for mirth and joy

g With trembling feet and nervous voice, they would sing and we would
derive pleasure from that. We got maximum pleasure from the fun of
| Mr Ahsanullah and Mr Omar Ali.

The campfire over, we would retire to the tents. But sleep could not
overpower us, Lying on beds | would Indulge in talking with my chums and
thus we would spend the night. Outside the tent, our Zahurul Hugq sir,
Azadul Kabir sir, Tajul Islam sir, Mushtaq sir, Alamgir Kabir sir, Salam Bhai
and marshals Salauddin Bhai, Manirul, Wazed, Faruque, Hassan and others
would sit around ember, indulge in confabulation over cups of tea. They
would pass night in that way, From time to time jackles would start their
concert, What our sirs and marshals were talking about throughout the
whole night 2 What we talked about Inside the tent? Really | do not
remember now. But then it seemed as though the confabulation would

never come to an end.

(M)







THE INFLUENGE OF ENGLISH ON OUR
LITERATURE

Mushtag Ahmed Manik
Lecturer,

Whatever may be the negative aspect of the British rule in Bharat, there
Is no gainsaying the fact that with the advent of the British rule, our liter-
ature issued from the blind alley of medievalism to the boulevard of me-
dern age. The most significant steps of the British rule effecting language
and literature were the introduction of English as the medium of instr-
uction and the setting up of printing press. English became the casement
through which the Indians had a peep into the core of Europe which had been
at the height of literary, cultuaral and scientific achievement. The western

education broadened the outlook of the Indians and liberated their minds
from the fetters of ignorance, and superstition.

During the medieval age, one could hardly find the reflection of life
in our literature. pProse was unknown to our litterateurs who only com-

posed devotional songs extolling goddesses like Chandi, Manasha and others,

As the British established their capital in Calcutta, Bengal became
the pioneer of this intellectual revolution. The Christian missionaries started
preaching the message of the Christ among the natives by publishing pamphlets
in Bangla, In 1809 clergyman William Carey published the Bangla version
of the Bible and thus laid the foundation of Bangla prose. The introduction
of Bangla prose was a significant land mark in the history of our literature
since it foreshadowed Bangla novel. Fort William College and Hindu College
( present Presidency College ) were established in Calcutta in 1800 and 1817
respectively. With these two colleges as nucleus there was a flurry of liter-
ary activities in the early part of the last century, Newespapers began to
spring up in increasing number. Modern literary forms such as novel, drama,
short story, sonnet also came from the west through the channel of Eng-
lish, But unfortunately owing to some historical and psycholgical reasons, the
Bangeali Muslims kept themselves aloof ftom that renaissance,




Mohan Roy, founder of the modern schog| o 3
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age died, Again in that very year the first Bangla novel “A{p o ey
DULAL" ( The spoiled child of rich parents ) by Tekchand Thakyy 3 ORER
lished. It was redolent of Pickwick Papers of Charles Dickens. Again * Pub,
1858 the first succssful Bangla drama after the western style "SHARQI;’:M:

by Michael Madhusudan Dutt was staged. TA»

Bankim Chandra Chaterjee, though  notorious for
outlook is rightly called the *literary emperor.'” Deeply influencag
English novelists like Sir Walter Scott, William More and others Bankir
introduced the English romantic and chivalric element in Bangla novel, p, algs
introduced patriotism as a theme in our literature. His romangi, Noval
DURGESH NONDINI has been written on the theme of Scott’s Ivanhee His
second romantic novel ldDPALKUNDOLA is really a masterpiece. The young
maiden Kopalkundola on the shore of the secluded sea reminds us of Shakes.
peare’s Miranda,

by  the

Shakespeare caught the imagination of the young Bangall writers whe
wanted to emulate him, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar's humorous noyl
VRANTIBILASH is but 2 Bangla reproduction of Shakespeare's Comedy of
Errors, ’ Dramatists like Har Chandra Ghosh, Sattendranath and others also
composed dramas with the themes of the plays of Shakespeare,

Michael Madhusudan Dutt is the pole star that will ever shine brightin
the literary firmament of Bengal. A rebel, he broke the shackle of the con-
vention and extended the literary frontier beycnd the contemporary imagination
He enriched our literature and infused a sense of dynamism in it by introducing
sonnet, blank verse, and drama. Like Shakespeare Madhu also unlocked his heit
with the key of sonnet, He wrote not only with the Indian tradite®
in his marrow, but also with the whole literary tradition of Europe. S
scans his line one can easily feel the Influence of Homer, Virgll, Tasso B
£ig, Dante, Milton and others on Madhu, With sincerity and sympathy’ he dl:;;
d“p lmothe hearts of his characters and depicted their complex P’)"h"'mfU i
Pfﬂl’hmslhm anguish and excruciating pain. Like the Greek characters

as " ol AR _ : ¢ 10?0
EAW' A '-'-*--'-:l@'f?&"“i ‘Madhu as well as well as his Cha"a;‘::
M‘}; ditioned by the cruel and inexorable
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His MEGHNAD BADH KABYA is a literaray epic like Miltion’s PARADISE
| OST. His Ravana reminds us of Milton’s Satan, PADMABATI, his another
play Is based on the Greek episode of the apple of discord, In TILOTTOMA
KABYA Madhu retold an Indian story in European style. He delineated his
gods and goddesses in BROJANGANA KABYA in the same way in which Keats
delineated his gods and goddesses in Hyperion. Madhusudan’s newly created
Tilottoma is redolent of Milton's newly created Eve. Around the same time
giharilal brought about a revolution in the domain of lyrics.

Among the dramatists of the nineteenth century, Dijendra Lal Roy towers
inches above his contemporaries, His dramatic works betray his indebtedness
to Shakespeare. Like Shakespeare’s dialogues his dialogues tco are long and
verbose, Like Shakepeare’s, his dramatic soliloquies too sound moral depth, His
best dramatic work SHAJAHAN is an example, Here we find Shahjahan not
as an emperor, but as a father whose heart has been lacerated by the ingra=
titude of his son. In the charecter of Shahjahan we find the shadow of Lear
of Shakespeare. Like Lear, Shahjahan too threatens to destroy the world, This
springs from utter frustration. He made use of the Seakespearean fools and
clowns in a very successful way, Again he was a satirist and like Dryden, Pope
and Byron impugned his literary rivals and critics with whetted words,

Though Rabindranath Tagore is known asa poet, he in fact contributed
profusely to every branch of literature. He built 2 mighty edifice on the
foundation laid by William Carey. Influenced deeply by the western concep-
tion of humanism and nationalism, Tagore sang of the land and people
of his country. In his short stories he depicted the very soul of rural
Bengal. One can feel the pules of Bengal beating there. He considered
human beings, not as Hindus or Muslims, Indians or non Indians, In his
poem BHARAT TIRTHA he imagined India as the seashore of great humanity
and invited the Aryans, the non-Aryans, the Hindus, the Muslims, the Sakas,
the Huns, the Pathans, the Mughals to assemble in that seashore of great
humanity, His sense of all embracing humanism assumes a radical dimension
in his novel Gora where his character Gora says. ‘“‘Teach me the lessons
of that God the doors of whose temple are never slammed aganist the
Hindus or the Buddhists, the doors of whose temple remain ever open
to all,” Like Wordsworth, Tagore too looked upon nature as a living
entity, Like Shelley he was a revolutionary poet and like Keats, he was
@ poet of beauty. The themes of Tagor's VORSHOSHESH and Shelley,s
‘Ode to the West Wind' are almost identical.

Nazrul, the Byron of Bengal also sang of humanity and raised his voice

(15)



against all sorts of injustice -and ugliness like Tagore, But e
e
is slows moving river, Nazrul is a cataract,  Tagor,

Almost all the writers of the twentieth century wera inflye

the English writers in some Wway of other. Poets |ike Aude,]cncedb
Eliot ushered in anew era in English  literature in the post Wlar
war) England. Influenced by the modern English poets the young B
poets like Buddhadev Basu, Amiya Chakrvarty, Vishnu Dey, Humayu, Gt
Jibananda Das and others initiated a new movement in Bangla literaturel:;
the thirties of this century, Their movement brought aboyt aradi¢a||
change in our literature,

aﬂgaL‘

At that time the Hindu-Muslim antagonism was granulating, The My
lims, influenced by the Irish revival movement of this century begay o
create literature by exploiting the age old myth and legends that py
been rooted in tradition, land and religion, Like Yeats, Faruque Ahmy
exploited the old myths very successfully, As aresult the Bangali Mulin
literature assumed a distinct charateristics. Nevertheless, at the same tine
it is the essential part of Bangla literature just as the lrish literature,
despite its distinctive feature is an integral part of English literature,
This Bangali Muslim literature ultimately flowered into the Bangladeshl
literature, The Bangladeshi writers are now influenced not only by the
English literature, but also by the literatures of the whole of the world
But the channel remains the same—English,

Though our litterateurs have been borrowing copiously what is I?eif
from English and other continental literatures, they have not sacrificed
the distinctiveness of our own literature, The stream of Bangla literafurﬁ
did never lose its way in the quicksand of plagiarism and blind emulatio

: d
This speaks volumes for the dynamism of our langunage, literature 30
culture,
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4, Mr, A.K,M, Feroz Ahmed Chowdhury, — Bursar.
B.Sc.,M.A., Dip-in-Edn.

5. Mr. Abdul Latif, M,B.B.S. - Medical Officer

6. Mr, Shilabrata Chowdhury, : — Librarian

M.A, in Library Science,

|
- |
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